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READER. 

N the following Dialogue (though 

not All, yet) the moſt Material 

Porrts wherein the Roman Church 

differs from the Church of England, 

are briefly and plainly diſccarſed : 

So that while by their little Tracts 

and ſhort Catechuſms, daily Printed 

and ſent abroad, the Romith Emiſ= 

 faries do /abour to Seduce the Weaker 

fort of Prate:tants, 7 bey may be pro- 

vided with ſhort and ſatisfattory An- 

ſwers to their moſt uſual ballacies. 

T heir Aſſautlts are generally in the 

Dark, and becauſe it is impoſſible al- 

ways to ſtand by thoſe particular Per- 

ſans whom they labour 10 Draw-in.tt is 
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To the READER. 
thought fit to publiſh this little Ma- 
nual, ts enable thoſe that are Attacked 
readily to defend themſelves : To .\' 
which end the Holy Scripture is here | 
recommended as the beſt Touch- 
Stone # juſtifie our Doftrines, and 
diſcover their Corruptions ; And the 
more their Guilt makes them fly 
from it, the more our Sincerity ſhould 
make us cleave to it. For this is in 
every Proteſtants Hand; and there 
are fo many and ſo plain Places of it © 
which condemn the Opinions and |" 
Praftices of the Roman Church, 
that it requires no oreat Skill nor Art 
to diſcern how different they are from 
Gods Word; And all the Learning 
and Artifice of their preateft Doflors 
will not be able to hide it ſrem a 
platn and honeſt Enquirer , that will 
take but the Pains to read this Dt- 


vine, Unalterable , Univerſally re- 
cerved 


R To the READER. 
ite My. ceived, and Infallible Book of God.” 
citakj 1 know they pretend (eſpecially 0 the 
hes: 7 Unkearned ) That all Antiquity i 
ure is hey | clearly for them ; but it is beſt for- 
Touch. thoſe who are not Read in Ancient” 
mes, as Authors, to leave that Province to the 
lit} Clergy of the Church of England, 
ten þ who bave hitherto always worfled 
it ſhul them at that Weapon alſo. And ſince 
this is in Ie Can prove both by Scripture and 
nl then: __ That all their Additional 
lui Articles of Faith are Falſe and 
—_— and yet they do acknow- 
Church, {edge als thoſe Articles of Faith 
in. 4 PPCM we hold as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, to be True : Doubtleſs, Ours 
muſt be the ſafer Religion, inwhich 
* both Sides do agree. Again, The plain 
Words of Holy Ycripture prove Our 
Religion 5 but all thoſe Points where- 
1: Ny I. they differ from us , cannot be 
,, Þroved but by pretended Traditions, 


jom & 


To the READER: 
ſome of which are expreſly contrary 
70 Gods Written Word. The Scri- 
pture was 701 made by us, but by the 
GOD of Truth; and it z5 owned © 
not by us alone, but by them and all 
Chriſtians to be the Word and Will 
of God, and this is clearly on Our 
Side : But thoſe Traditions which 
they fly to for thetr Evidence, are of 
their own Making, and in their own 
Keeping ; No other Chriſtians do | 
allow them, and We have nothing but 
their own Word in their own Cale, 
70 prove them to be Genuine: Which 

being the Caſe, 1 hope none will ever 
be perſwaded to leave a certain, plain 
and evident Religion of Gods own _ 
preſcribing, for an uncertain, obſcure _ 
and 1/I-proved Religion, which is no 
more but a meer Human Invention, 
as the enſuing Pages will more fully 
declare. ws 
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DIALOGUE |; 


BELIWEEN- A 


PROTESTANT 


QF 1 HE 


Church of England. 


Popiſh Prieſt. [ Hat Religion are yg 


of ? 
Proteſtant. Of the ſame that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles taught , which is profeſſed by the 


&* of England, whereof 1 am a Mem- 
er 


B Po. 


(2) 

Po. Bow do pou linow,that the Hieltgion 
pou p2ofels is the ſanie that was taught 
. by Ch2ilt and his Apoſtles ? 

Pret. By the Scriptures which they left be- 
hind them. 

Po. pi can pou telf, whether thep wit 
and letc.tizat Book behind them o2 no ? 

Pror.The Book is worthy of ſuch Authors, 
and all Chriſtians (though they ditter in 
otaer things) agree in this, nor dare you 
deny 1t. | 

Po. We do not denp it, only we {ap, por 
ought to confeſs pou received this Book 
irem the Roman Church , and mult learn 
rhe meaning of it frem her. —- 

Prot. This Book hath been preſerved in all 
Chriſtian Churches ; but we received it from 
choſe good Proteſtants who tranſlated it unto 
 Prgliſh; whereas your Prieſts (as I am in- 
formed) kept it in Latin, and witheld .4t 
irom ſuch plain Men as my ſelf, while they 
nad power here. 


Po. Though they -did {o, it wag onlp fo? 


car p91 ſhould weſt the Scripture to 


vour own defirucion, 2 Pet.131. 16. 
Prc:. That danger is only in fome places 
hard tqbe underſtond,and which I may fafe- 


ly be ignorant of: Burt jn all things neceſſary + 


to Salvation, it is fo plain as to-give under- 
- Bancling to the Simple, P/al.cxix.1 30. Where- 
tore I rather think they concealed it all 
Form us, to. keep us from f{ceing their Errors; 
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' becauſe the more I read it, the lefs I like 
- your Religion. 


Po. Js it not a ſtrange p2eſumption in 
pou (that are but a Lap-man) to read that 


which pou cannot rightly underſtand ? 


Prot. It is no preſumption to obey the 
Command of Chriſt, who bids us Search the 


Scriptures, Fohn v. 39. and declaring the nat 


knowing them to be the cauſe of Error, 
Math. xxil. 29. And the Berzans are Ccom- 
mended for examining the Apoſtles Doctrine 


by Scripture, A&s xvii. 11. Now lurely, if 
we have Command: and Examples of Reat- 


ing the Scripture, it muſt be ſuppoſed we can 
in ſome meaſure underſtand it. 


Po. Well, pou read that Chziſt will be 


with his Church to the end of the Wo?zld; 
Math.xxviii.20. and therefoze pou ought to 


believe the Catholic Church can onlp give 
pou the true ſenile of Scripture. 

Prot. I do believe this, and am a Member 
of this Catholic Church, being rightly bap- 
tized into it, and holding the ſame Creeds 


which werg anciently and univerſally be- 


lieved in it; fo that I am as likely to come 
to know the true ſenſe of Scripture, as any 
others. 
Po. Not ſo, by pour favour, fo2 pou are 
no Member of the Roman Church, which 
will p2ove to be that Catholic Church 
mentroned in the Creeds ; and then it muſe 
follow that pou neither Have the true ſenſe 
7 2 Of! 


(4) 
ol Diripture, 162 can polt be layed out of 
ttis Cat hoitc Church. 
Prot. ] ſhall yield your Conſequences 
when you prove the Antecedent : but then 
You mult not rake it for granted without any 

Proof, as your 1 Prieſts uſe to do. 

Po. 3 Dent think itnceds much poor, 
102 it is ag viſible ag that tie Scripturets 
in Pin. 

Prot. That cannot be , for no body doth 
or can deny this ; but the far. greater part 
of Chriſtians utterly deny the Roman Church 
to. be tne Catholic Church, yea, and lay it 1s 
Non-{cnie to affirm a part to be'the whole, 
or a particular to be univerſal: And it 


muſt be well proved from Scripture (which 


21} Chriſtians agree to be Gods Word) be- 
tore I can-be perſwaded that Chriſt - (who 
<yicd for his whche Church) will ſuffer three 
Parts of four of' thoſe which he redeemed, 
t2 be camned for nat believing this Opinion, 
as you moſt uncharitably affira. 
- Po. Well, fo2 pour Catigfagion J will 
Hntcrtake tg n20ve, that S. Peter Was the 
dint of ' the Ynoftles ; 
rave him thc Lieps of the Lingdom ot 
71 av, and built His Church on him as 
a Foc 5 aid that the Siſhop of Rome 
ml 5. Peters SuceeTo2, and Dead of that 
ch which Cheift pomiled to lead into 
bs truth; and then pou anuf{ coniels 
tie Roman Church to he that Catholic 
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T2 
Church which is mentioned inthe Tredds; 

Pror. T hop vou will give me leave to 
hear and examine your Proofs, and on that 
condition pray proceed. 

Po. Do not rhe Scriptures , naming 
S. Peter in the firſt place, ſhew he was the 
Chief of the Wvoſiles ? 

Prot. This ſhews he was ani Eminent A- 
poltle, but cannot imply: any Superiority 
over the reſt, becauſe Chriſt makes them 
all equal Judges ring together upon twelve 
Thrones, Math. xix. 2.8. and forbids any of 
them to pretend any Superiority over the 
others; and though there was one Emperor | 
then over many lefſer and inferiour Princes; 
Chriſt faith, I; ſhall ncr be ſo among hs 4- 
poſtles, Math.xX.25. Luke xxit. 26. Nor wouic 
d. fames have finally determined in the Cout 
Ccil of Feruſalem 1n S. Peters prelcnce, iAit's 
XV.I 3. or S.Paul have {o openly oppok 2d and 
reproved him, if Chriſt had made him Su- 
periour over all the Apoſtles , Ga/l2t. 11. 1 :, 
I4- | 

Po. £©o pou not read; that Ch2ilt gave 
to him firſf and fingip the Keps of ths 
Kingdom of heaven , and P2omiſed Te 
build ys Church en Him, as on a L9H, 
lo firm , that the Gates of {5:11 ſhould 
never p2cvail againit 112 Vi * Sv1. 18, 
v.Y- 

Prot. I read, that Chrift in that place OL 
Math. XYL 19. did not g1ve, Bit: onaly promiſe 


B : f 


(6) 
to give him thoſe Keys afterwards; which 
promiſe tie made alſo toall the Apoſtles, 
Math xviii.1s. and when he cameto perform 
it, he gave the power of the Keys to them 
all alike, Fohrn xx,22, 23. And it was upon 
d. Peters Confeffion of Faith that Chriſt 
built his Church, not upon his Perſon, ſince 
we ſee the Gates of Hell immediately pre- 
vailed againſt him , firſt in his labouring to 
tempt Chriſt not to ſuffer, Math. xvi. 22. and 
ſecondly, in his denying him with many 
Imprecations, Marh.xxvi.2.4. But if I ſhonld 
grant all the Priviledges you heap on S. 


Peter , without any good evidence from 


Gods Word, that will not prove the Popes 
ſoic right to them all. 1 

Po. Yes, without doubt : fo2 the Biſhop 
of Rome is certainlp the Succeſſo2 of 
D. Pctcr, and conſcquentip the Vicar of 
Ch1iſt, and {upzeam Head of the Catholic 
Church. 

Pret. The Biſhop of Artizch hath a better 
Titie to be S. Pepers Succellor , becaule the 
Scripture (which never mentions his being 
at Roe) ſays expreſly, he was there: but if 
the Biſhop of Rowe had been S. Peters Suc- 
celior ; that could not make him Head of 
the whole Catholic Church , hecaule S. Peter 
himſelf never pretended to any ſuch Power. 
or Title ; yea, he was peculiarly the Apoſtle 
of the believing Fews , who had been Cir- 
cumciſed, Galat.11.7. and to them he ne J 
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EF 3 
Nor doth Chriſt any where tell us, he would 
leave oneſuch Head ;on Earth, or give any 
Orders to all Chriſtians to obey any one A- 
poſtle. - Ce 
Po. But we do believe the Biſhop of 
Rome to be S.Perers Surceſfs2, and if ls, 
bow can our Lo2d make goop his P2oune 
to be with his Church to the end of the 


IJVo2ld,if he do not make S.Pecers Sticeclio? 


as infallible as S.Pzter himfelf was bp 
ys p2cfence and aſſiltance ? 

Prot. If we grant ait inſpired Apoſtle to 
have been Infallible in order to fetling the 
Faith, and writing the Rule of it, it doth 
not follow that his uninſpired Succefſors 
ſhould have this Priviledge , now the Faith 
and Rule of it are fixetl. For then the Bi- 
ſhops of Antioch , Teruſalem and Alexandria 
mult be Infallible now : And Chriſts Pro- 
mile 1s not made to S. Peter, or to any parti- 
cular Apoſtle, but to the whole Catholic 
Church; fo that as long as the true Faith is 
held in any one or more Churches, Ghriſts 
Promiſe is made good, though other parti- 
cular Churches fall away. 

Po. But the Catholtc Church in the 
Creed is an Apoſtolical Church , and it 
was p2omilcd to the Apoſtles, that he 
would lead them into all truth, John xvi. 
13. which P2vtledge belongs to Rome, as 
veing now the onlp free Wpoſtolical Church 
mM the Wo2ld. 


B 4 Pri. 


ES 3 

Prot. ANI Churches in the World at firft 
were planted immediately, or mediately, by 
the Apoſtles; and Chriſt did certainly make 
this Promiſe good to his Apoſtles, who were 
led into all Fruth ; and ſo long as any par- 
ticular Church keeps cloſe to this Truth 
which the Apoſtles taught, the Promile is 
ifill made good to that Church ; and there 
were many particular Apoſtolical Churches 
under Pagan Emperors, and may be now 
under the Turks; it being not temporal Free- 
dom, but adhering to the Apoſtles Dodrine 
which makes 4 particular Church; Apoſto- 
Heal, and made the whole Catholic Church 
to be called ſo at firſt, when the Creed was 
made. 

. Po. Dowever, pou ntſt g2ant 1t is moſt 
P2udent to take the beſt wap to come to 
the knowledge of the Truth: Now it 18 
both the caſielt and certaineſt wap fo2 the 
People to come ts this knowledge bp be- 
Hieving 9s the Church believes. 

: Prot. Itis neither fo eaſfie nor {o certain a 
way, as to Search the Scriptures. | 

Po. This 18 a ſfirange Alſertion! Fs 1t 
not cafſicr to 1ct-pour Paſio2s - (who are 
fitted fo2 xt by therr P2oleſſion ) jridge of 
matters of Faith , than to2 pou to- tajie 
pains to find thein out 11 Scripture 

Pro. My Aﬀertion is not ſo ſtrange as 
true: For it is muck more difficult for ſuch 
21man as I am, to know what theſe Paſtors 
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have judged about theſe matters, than to 


know what the Scripture ſaith of them. 
Po. Dave not Councils ſet this down; - 
and 1s not. the Pope alwaps readp to de- 
clare the Churches true Scnle? | 
Prot. But how can I know which are law- 
ful Councils, or what they have determined ? 
orif I aid know the Words, and doubted of . 
the Senſe, it would be -very hard for me to 
get the Pope to tell me in words or writing 
what it was; and if the Pope did this, he 
cannot ſpeak or write plainer than God hath 
done in holy Scripture, and therefore (I am 
told) there 1s as much difference among you 
about the Senſe of Councils and Popes, as 
there 15 among us about the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture. 
Po. Well, but pourown Catjolic Biſhop 
92 P2reſt, can tell pou the true meaning of. 
both Councils and Popes 1n all theſe mat- 
ſcrs. | 
Prot. SO can our Proteſtant Biſhops and 
Prieſts tell us the true meaning of Scripture : 
But if you be forced to retort at laſt to 
particular fallible Men for the certainty. of 
your Faith; why do you boaſt of a better 
way to be infallibly ' affured of the Truth, - 
than Proteſtants can ever have, and upon :: 
that falſe ground urge Men to come over co: | 
your Church? 
Po. Becauſe we relp upon that Ozal 
Tradition which hath been delivered down 


though 
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(10 } 


though all Ages in the Roman Church, 
and can never fail, fo leng ag we have 
living Witneſſes to deciare1t ; and ig not 
this certainer than a dcad w2rtten Liule, 
that map be interp2cted as every man 
yleaſes ? 

Prot. No ſure, for all Men pur things of 
greateſt concern in Writing; and do not 
rruſt things for Poſtcrity, to be told by word 
of Mouth. A written Rule ſays always the 
ſame words, and can have no cnds upon us : 
bur your living Witneſſes by forgettulnels, or 
to ſerve their Pride and Covetouſnels, may 
deliver Tradition variouſly : And you have 
no Evidence that thoſc things are Apoſltolical 
Tradicions, which your Charch fays are ſo; 
but either ancient Writings, which are of 
far leſs credit than Scripture, (and then allo 

ou muſt ſuppoſe thoſe ancient Writings to 


e more evident than your Traditions, be- 
cauſe you prove theſe by them) or elſe you 


muſt truſt to fallible Men, whoſe Intereſt it 
may be, and is, to deceive you; and thus your 


preſent living Witneiles bear ſole Teſtimony 


to themſelves, which is very ſuſpicious at the 
beſt : So that your way 1s neither Certainer 


nor eaſier than ours. . 


Po. <j know not what pous wap 18, 
- Unleſs pou make everp p2ivate Man to be 
judge of Scripturc ; wher that declares, 
The People muſt enquire the Law from the 
Priefts Momh , Malach. ii. 7. Wnd Com- 

mands 
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mands ug to obey them that are over tis in 
the Lord, Hebr. xiii. 17. affirming ; chat no 
Scripture 15 of, afhy private Interpretation , 
2 Pet. 1. 20. 

Prot. Our way 1s to read diligently, and 
pray heartily to bedire&ted; And if we doubt, 
then to go fo our Profeitant Biſhoys and 
Priefts, (for they, and not your Clergy, are 
over us in the Lord) and they are as able, as 
willing, and of as great Integrity, as any 
among you, to give us Satisfaction. And 
though we do not pretend that every private 
Man may interpret difficult places, without 
the advice of his Paftor; Yet you are miſta- 


ken in your Interpretation of that Place of 
8. Peter, 2, Pet.i.20. Where the Apoſtle is pro- 
ving the Scripture is a ſure Rule, becauſe ic 
was- not written or firſt Interpreted by any 
private Mans Will or Fancy, bug the Authors 
Igor, | TIpake w the Hely Ghoſt, and according to 
ar dere the Will of God : Whichis nothing to your 
; Ine t© purpoſe. : | 
-4chsjur Po. Yowever it ſeems pou are fozced ts 
7:-ino5 relp vn theſe Pzieſts of pours, foz the true 
- ys 706 meaning of Scripture, and the final cer- 
. io taintp of pour Faith, and pet pou call this 

, a laviſh thing in Catholics. 
« ap is Prot, QurPrieſts do not barely tell us, this 
qpani0 hr! or that is the Senſe of Scripture, and then 
"lr iorbid us all furcher enquiry, whyzch would 
com really be an enflaving of cheer People : But 
1 q Cyn'they compare one Scxipturs with anather , 
and 
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SD 
and give us ſound and folid reaſons for all 


their Expoſitions, defiring us no further. to 
believe them, than the clearnefſs of their evi 


dence deſerves, and this allows us the free- | 


| 9cthod 1 


dom of rational Beings. 

Po. But 18 1t not contrary to Scripture 
and reaſon both, that the People ſhould 
judge of their Paſio2zs P2o8ts and Decla- 
rations ! 

Prot. Ir is not contrary to Scripture; for 
there all Chriſtians are expreſly commanded 


To prove all things and hold faſt that which is good. 


I Theſſ.v. 21.and 70 try the & pirits. I Tobn IW.I. 
St. Paul bids the Corinthians fudge what be 
ſaid 1 Cor. x. 15. And likes thoſe who tried 
his Declarations by the Scripture, Acts xvii. 
I 1. SO that no doubt God will exp2& Men 
ſhall have ſomething more to ſay for thar 
Faith on which they truſt their Souls, than that 
their Prieſt barely affirmed that it was trae. 

' Po. Js not the Pateſt judge of the JIeo- 
ple, and can it be reaſonable then rjat they 
ſhould be his Judges? Dexr. xvii. 9. 

Prot. We do not pretend to judge our 
Prieſts, but only to uſe our Reaſon, (which 
God gave us not in vain,) in judging meerly 
for our felves; becauſe we read that every 
Man. ſhall bear his own burden, and there- 
fore every man mult prove his own Work , 
Galat. vi. 4, 5- and this gives us not any pow- 
er overeither our Prieſts or Fellow Chriſtians; 
is no judgment of direftion for others, bur 
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only a judgment of diſcretion, which to-ſtrip 
us of, is to degrade us into the'rank of Brutes. 
Po. Weil,though pou feem fond of pour 
own way, pet even the good eifects of aur 
£Yethod map convince anp impartial Wan 
it 1s better; fo2 do pou not ſee how quiet 
and unanimous we are, by our Peoples 
mtire relpance on their Paſto2s? 
Prot. This may prove it a cunninger, but 
not a ſafer Method ; The Turks are as una- 
nimous as they are in your Church, but 
they may thank ignorance and ſeverities 
tor it : And for our parts we envy not their 
happineſs, who have found out a way (nat 
oribed by Chriſt ) to live peaceably in 
grois Errors, and to be unanimous in their 
Miftakes. © © * 2k 

Po. of know pou atm at our Church, 
and wonder -how tuch a Man as pou dare 


-1;w Charge the Koman Church with gzols Er- 
1 F02S and Miſtakes? | 


Prot. Becauſe I can make my Charge good; 
For if Scripture be the Rule of what we ought 


; to believe and practiſe, then your kneeling 
Ort and praying before Images, your Invocation 
of Angels and Saints, adoring Relicks, pray- 

* ox 10g 1N an unknown Tongue, Tranſabſtanti- 
: ation, Halt Communion, Auricular Confe(- 
We: fron, Indulgences, and your Dodtrine of Puy- 
ru gatory ( with divers . others which I can 
:&: Name) are groſs errors and corruptions be- 


.} Iteved andpractiſed in the Roman Church. 
VL 


Po. 


{ 14) 
- ' Po. Yon are verp bold ! But ©j doubt 
not to juſtify all theſe opmiong and p2a- 
tices, and to convince pou fo fullp of the 
truth and innocencp of them, that *j] hope. 
pou will own your miffake, and embz2ace 
thele verp things which you lo raſhlp ccn- 
ſure, therefoze let us diſcourſe the partt- 
Atlars. 
. Prot. | can never be perſwaded to kneel 
down and pray before an Image, to ofter up | 
Incenſe and Gifts to it: SinceI read in Scrip- | 
ture we muſt not bow down to them nor 
worſhip them, Exod. xx. 4,5. and find Ido- 
latry ſo grievouſly condemned there. 
- Po. 4 confelg the Scripture condemns 
Jdolatry , but ſure pon cannot be l6 
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weak ts think we take the mage fo? 
cur Hod, ag Yeathens did, 

Prot. We' cannot ſee your "Thoughts; but 
you do all thoſe adts before your Images, 
which Heathens did before theirs; and (I am 
told ) they excuſed themſelves as you do, 
by ſaying they did not take the Image tor 
their God, yer all Chriſtians count them flat 
Idolaters. 

Po. They were ſo, becauſe thep wozſhip- 
ed Jmages of falſe Gods, but pou mult 
not lap we are [o, becauſe ours are 4 
mages of the true God, and his Saints. 

Prot. They broke the Firſt Command- 
ment in having other Gods, and you break 
the Second, which ferbids the making any 

Image 
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Image to worſhip it, not excepting the I- 
mage of the true God,er of things in Heaven; 
fo that this only proves your Idolatry is of 
hn another kind; notthat ic is no Idolatry at alt. 
The Jews were as real Idolaters for worſhip- 
:ng the Golden Calt., though they took it 
_ for a repreſentation of the true God, Exod. 
XXX11. 4, 5. as mw they worſhiped Baal. 
Peor, Numb. XXV. 
06, tool: Po. Weil,but we do not terminate anpof 
[ readn Our worſhip on the Jmage, but on that 
nto thenz - Which it rep2etents; the mage onlp helps 
1nd find T0 raiſe upour minds to the thing which is 
then, figntfied by 1t , and our Wozſhrp paſſes 
re condemn fh2ough the *Jimage to that thing, whrch 
fammt bi '- cannot be Pdolatrp. 
ie Jap! Prot. If ir be an Image of the Saints which 
| are Creatures, it 1s Idolatry to ask any thing 
Thowtd; of them which is in Gods power to give, and 
ow Ins Jo your worſhip 1 in that caſe ends in flat Ido- 
«50d (1s Jarry * And if it be an Imag2 of God or Jeſus 
5 8 jor 6 Chriſt, that worſhip which you give their 
the Image i Images, and intend ſhall rerminate on God, 
then ſs Mult be Divine worſhip. For other wile you 
q cannot worſhip God or Chriſt, by worſhip- 
ing your Images. _ 
Po. But ſuppoſe our Chu: < finds this 
way of wozthip helps devotion, map ſhe 
not command anx mode of ' wozſhip to2 ſs 
good ain ehd ? 
Prot. No, ſhe cannot command any mode 
of worſhip forbidden in Scripture, upon no 


PEv&* 


_ (16). 
pretence whatever : And furely Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles knew what would help devotion 


as well as your Church, bur there is not in | 


their Writings one word for this way of 
worſhiping God, and there 1s a plain Com- 


mandment againſt it ; and if you would con-, 


feſs truth, the Carving, Painting and Gil- 
ding of the Image, takes off your 'Thoughts 
from attending the matter of your Prayers, 
and ſo they hinder rather than help devo- 
tion. | 

Po. Fs it anp mote ÞJdolatry in cur 
Church to command th1s , than 1 pours 
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to cnjopn pot to bow ar the Nameof 
elus, and to bow to the Aitar 2 
Prot. The Scripture expreily bids us bow 


at the Name of Jeſus, Phzl. 11. 10. But you 
cannot ſhew any thing for bowing to his 
Image: And we do not bow to the Altar, but 
toward it, that is, we only look that way, 
when we worſhip the true God, but have no 
vicble repreſentation of him before us when 
we do this: And beſides, this Ceremony 1s left 
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*0. Doth 


at liberty, ſo that none are bound to obſerve 
1t. | 


Po. But do we not reſpec the Jmage of 


our P | 
thoſe thep repzeſent , and ought not all 
Chaiſtians to relpect the Jmages of Chai 
and his Saints fo2 their fakes. - 

' Prot. We do not talk to theſe Pictures of 
onr Prince or Friend, nor make FRO tO 
To. Sg tnem, 
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_ them, this would look like madneſs : We Go 


reſpe& the Image of Chrilt, but that will not 
ſerve you, unleſs we tall down and worthip it; 
but we muſt anſwer you, . Ie are to worſhip the 


Lord our God, and him only muſt we ſerve. Math. 


1.109, | 
Po. | confels we eamiot cxrpect pou 
ſzould p2ap befoze the Jimages of Saints 


and Yigels till we have convinced pou of 


pour Erro! in not pzaping to Angec)s and 
Saints, lothar 5 ſyallnow go oi1top2cve, 
that it 18 lJawtil to call upon Wngecls to 
help 1s, fo2 div not Jacob ds fo? Gey, xlviii. 
19: 
Prot. Pray read the place, and you will 
find he prays only 70 the Angel that redeemed 
him: Thatis, to Chriſt, who appeared as an 
Angel often to tne Patriarchs before his Iti- 
carnation, and 1s called the Angel of Gods 
preſonce , 1/ai. Ix111. 9g. But the created An- 
gels would not fuffer St. Fobz lo much as to 
bow down to them, Rewel. x1x. Io. and Chap. 
XX11.8. ſaying, that was a piece of worſhip Cu: 
to God: Yea the pretended humility of go- 
ing not dicetly to God, but by the Media- 
tion of Angels, is called a deceit and plainly 
iorbid by the Apoſtle, Coloff. 11. 18. And 
Chriſt hath Taughtus to pray to his Father, 
if we want the atliitance of his Angels, 244:. 
XxVi. 52. | | 
Po. Poth not pour WBivle tel] pout the 
oouls of the Marims under che Altar 
C P30P 
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p24» fo2 us ? Revel. vi. 9, ro. And map. we 
not then defire them to p2ap to God fox us? 
Prot. Thoſe Spirits only pray in general 
for the ſpeedy coming of. the Day of Judg- 
ment, and are bid to reſt in quiet rill then, 
er. 11. Butthis is no ground for particular 
Men in diſtant places to ask particular things 
of them , as Health , Wealth, Peace, Pro- 
tection; Yea Pardon , Grace and Glory, 
whichnone but God can give ; Nor doth the 
SCrinpture any Where declare we fhould ask 

elo things of any other but God. 
Vo. Yow dare you that are a Diner 
 wham God will not Hear, John. 1x. 231. P2e- 
fume ts osk thelc things directip of God 
Binilclf , without defiring his Friends to 

Pan [02 pos? 

Prot. Though T am unworthy, yet I am 
commanded ro prav, and to ask all that E 
nzed in Chriſts Name, and am promilcd if I 
d: ſo, 1 ſhall be heard, fovn. xiv. 13, I4- 
And Chap. xvi. 22, 24. Yea I am told he 1s 
my Advocate, I John. ji. 2. And that there 
15 bnt one Mediator berween God and Man, 
£ 74m. 11. 5. Now after all this, I think it 1s 
a greater preſumption , without any com- 
rand, direction or promiſe , to make uſe of 
the Saints as our Advocates and Mediators; 
for it is to leave the way preſcribed byGod,and 
VC: 4 new one of our own; it isto take that 
{Honour which belongs to the Son of God, 
and vive it to his Seryants, ſo that we may 
- well 
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( 19 ) 
well believe it will diſoblige him we pray to. 
- Po. You donst conſider that ive hold, the 
Saints jopn their interceſſion to that of 
Chziſt, and therefoz2e to deſire them topzan 


to2 1s, can bens tnjury to Chziſf, whom 
we deny not to beour Medtatoz. 


Prot. It muſt ſuppoſe Chriſts Interceſſion 
not to be ſufficient, to add lo many other 
Mediators to him; Yea it ſeems you believe 
they have more power with God, or lovefor 
us, than Chriſt hath ; otherwiſe you would 
not think it neceſſary to joyn their Prayers to 
his,nor make more addrefles to theſe Servants 
tnan to the Son, We know as Chriſt is God, 
he is maſt able, and as Man, molt willing to 
help us, Hebr. 11. x8. andare aflured he is able 
to {erve to the uttermoſt all that come unto 
God by him, Hebr. vii. 25. And when the 
Father hath provided fo All-lufticient a Me- 
diator, tofly to others and deſire them to add 
rhetr intereſt to his, 15 both ingratitude to the 
Father,and a diſparagement to the Son, when 
you have laid allthe fine colours on it you can. 

Po. J will convince pou by a p2actice of 
pour own, that hercin pou cenfure us un- 
juſitip; Do not pou defire the Saints on 
Earth top2ap fo2 pou, though Chi be pour 
Dedtatoz, and1s this any 1jurp to Chaſt? 
why then map we not ag well defire thole 17 
Yeaven to do it? 


Prot. We have many Precepts and Exam- 
ples in Scripture to defire holy Menon Earth 
: G2 19 


(- 20-) 


to pray with us and for us, which ſhews that 
is according to Gods Will, 1 oh. v. 14. but 
you have not one word to direct you , to 
Jehre this of the Saints in Heaven: Beſides, 
we do not kneel to good Men, and put their 
Names into the fame Litanies and Prayers 
with God Almighty , nor defire to be heard 
by their Merits : They pray with us and for 
ns, a5 our Fellow-ſufferers, who ſee and hear 
our wants in particular , and pray only in 
Chriſts Name, and through his Merits, and 
fo are joynrt Petitioners with us, not joynt 
Mzdiators with Chriſt. And withal, every 
particular Man goes to them and tells them 
his caſe, and then he is fure they know his 
wants; but Scripture is very clear, that thoſe 


who are dead, even the beſt Men, know not 


the particular wants of their deareft Friends ; 
2 Kings XXit. 20. cb xiv.2. Eccleſ.1x. 5. Iſai. 
131i. 16. Nor 1s it poffible for any Creature 
0 hear the Petitions of many thouſands at 
one time in divers places ; and if they can- 
not hear you, what are you better for pray- 
_ 3ng to them ? 

Po. This ts caſilp an[wered ; fo2 ſince 
God knows all things, and thep are with 
hin aiways, cannet he without any diffi- 


culty make our P2apecrs linown to them 2? 


Prot. We queſtion not Gods power , but 
why ſhould he do this ſince you pray to 
them without his dire&ion, and by doing ſo 
accuſothe way which he pre{cribed of bong 
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inſufficient, nor have you any Promiſe that 
God will acquaint them with your Prayers 
Beſides, you cannot but think it abſurd, if nor 
ridiculous, to pray to the Saints to pray to 
God for you, and yet till God tell them firſt, 
they cannot tell him what it is they are to 
deſire of him; this is to employ God to in- 
torm the Saints of our wants, and looks like 
writing to a Courtier which cannot read, to 
defire him to beg a Favour of the King for 
us, becauſe we were unworthy to write im- 
mediately tothe King, and yer knew before 
hand this Courtier muſt go to the King him- 
ſelf to read the Letter. | 

Po. We value not pour 1dle Comparit- 
fons, Our Church cells us the Saints da 
hear us, and tt 18 no maſter whether o2 
no we know how thep do hear us. 

Prot. The Scripture tells you they do not 
hear you, and Reaſon tells yon they cannot, 
and will you believe your Church againſt 
both ? Your Church never durſt define the 
way how they come to hear you, becauſe 
many Abſurdities follow upon all methods 
that ever yet were devifed : And a wary mag 
would ſcarce credit a thing of this conle- 
quence thar cannot be proved or made out; 


much leſs would he go to Mediators , of 


whole hearing him he can have no other 
aſſurance than the bare word of thoſe Men 
who gain by the Doctrine, when he hath an 
All-luffcieat Mgzdiator, who he is ſfyre can 

C 3 always 
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always hear and help him, and to whom he 


may pray without any doubts to damp his 


Devotion. 


Po. Did not the Virgin Mary pzophecy 


that all Generations ſhould call her blel[- 


_ Ted, Luke 1.48. and have we not reaſon to 
belteve that the Mother of God hath 
great power im Heaven? 2 3h 
Prot. We call her Bleſſed, and bleſs God 
for her; but ſhe never ſaid, All Generations 
' ſhould pray to her, or impertinently repeat 
that Salutation , which was proper to the 
occaſion of her Conception of” Chritt, as if 
it were a formal Prayer to her now: Nor is 
there one word in Scripture to direct us to 
pray to her at all; much lels to ſay mbre 
Ares to her, than Pater nofters to God, and 
to make larger Offerings to her than to Jeſus, 


who declares he hath all Power in Heaven 


and Earth; fo that all your worſhip of her 
Is an Invention of your own, and meer 
Superſtition. 

Po. We find it makes the Pcople moe 
devout , to. pzopole ſo manp glozified 
Haints to them to be adozed, than if we 
--- them to adoze onlp cne inviſible 

DU, 


Prct. You may oBſerve, if you would own 
the Truth, that this impious Device makes 
the Worſhip 'of God to be negleced , incli- 
ning your People to rely more ot: the Saints 
help than on Gods, and to give them the 
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honour dae to him for thoſe Bieffings which 
he alone beſtows on them; and fince God 


hath confined us ozly to worſhip and ſerve him, 


Math. iv. 10. it is Superſtition and Idolatry, 


not Devotion, for to make any other Beings 


the Obje&s of your Worſhip. 

Po. Well, but fince Bod hath wwught 
lo many Miracles bp the Cicitcks of the 
Saints, doubtleſs he 18 well pleaſed with 


our ado:ing them and their Kelicks. 


Prot. There have been many talſe Relicks 
propeſed for true ones, and many forged 
Miracles invented by cunning Prieſts for 
g4in, as hath been undeniably proved; and 
if there be any true Relicks of real Saints, 
and any certain Miracles, it 1£ not the Saint 
or his Relicks, but God (by whoſe power the 
Miracle was wrought, as S. Peter tells us, 
As 111.12.) who is to have the glory : And 
though we find in Scripture that Miracles 
were wrought by Moſes Rod, Elijahs Mantle, 
the Hem of Chriſts Garment , S. Peters Sha- 
dow, and S.Pauls Handkerchict , we never 
read that any of the Faithivl adored theſc 
things. 


Po. Perhaps pou Have been told, we 


Wholip neglect making P2apers to God 


bpChruſt Jeſus, whercas we have many 
Publick Offices like 
pours, directed ro God in Chlts Name, 


a hope you have no Objection againlk 
TYCcie, 
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Prot. You ought to have no otner Prayers 
but ſich ; and yet though theſe Prayers be 
right as to their Matter, there 1s one intolle- 
rable Fault in them all, that they are made 
in Letin,which the People do not underſtand, 

Po. 4{s net the Church to dire in what 
Manner Publick P2zapers ſhall be made, 
and are we not to obey her O2dergs ? 
Prot. No daubtleſs,not where your Church 
expreſly contradicts God and his holy Apo- 
{tle. The Spirit of God by S. Paul commands 
Men to pray with underſtanding, and forbids 
any to uſe an unknown Tongue in Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies , enjoyning the Prieit to to make 
his Prayers and Praiſes that the moſt un- 
learned may joyn in them , be edified by 
tem, and fay Amen tothem, 1 Cor.xiv.14,15, 
16, I7, and 26. and your Church bids men 
pray without underſtanding, , and preſcribes 


an unknown Tongue for the Prieſt to Pray 


and Praiſe God in, wherein the People can- 
not joyn, and whereby they are not edifted, 
yea, to which they cannot with underſtand- 


ing ſay Amen: In ſuch a caſe'to obey the? 


Church is to aifobey God, and a great Im- 
P1cty. | & 

Po. You mult know Latin was the Zan 
nuage of the antient Chifitans at Rome, 
and we have not alteredorr P2apers, but 
onlp kept them in that Tongue in which 
thep were made at firſt by the Wpoltles, 
wmhoplanted ovr Church, 7 
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Prot. Now you have yioliley 5 
11 the Apoſtles; who wore Fi, 
up the Hebrew Prajcrs at 15225 
becauſe that was the Language which the 
People then underſtood ; it you were of 
taeir Spirit,or followed their teps, you ought 
now to turn them into other Languages, . be- 
cauſe the People do not underitand Latin, 
and becauſe it is necellary they ſhould pray 
with underſtanding. Is this your Apoſtolical 
Church which as contrary to the Writings 
and Example of the Apoltles, or could the 
Apoſtles leave you any Tradition to contra- 
aict their own Commands and Practice ? 

Po. QJap not the Pcople think of God 
and good things, and 10 be very devout 
at theſe P2apers, though thep do not un- 
derſtand the wozds ? 

Pret. They may think of God and good 
tings at home, and fo need not come to the 
Publick Service at all, if this be ſufficient: We 
think Publick Prayers were deftigned for the 
People ro come and unite their particular and 


hearty defires to the Petitions made by the 


Prielt; and this praying with one accord, 
Atts 1. 14. makes them more prevalent than 
private Prayer, S. Math. xviii. 20. But your 
People are thinking of one thing when the 
Prieſt is ſaying another,and cannot deſire the 
particular things asked by the Prieft, becauſe 
they do nor know them: Sothat this turns the 
publick Prayers into prizate , and the Prieſt 
might 


('26)) 

might as well pray without a Congregation, 
Po. Jt is to God we lpeak mn Pzaper, 
And ſince He underſtands us, 1t 19 no mar- 
ter whether the People underſtand thei 
02 no, 

" Prot. By this Argumeat you need not Pray 
at all,becauſe God knows your neceflities be- 
fore you ask : Yet he bids us ask, that by the 
words of our Prayers we may ſtir up our De- 
ſires, exerciſe our Devotion , and excite our 
Faith, not that we may inſtruc him. Where- 
tore your People are robbed of all that com- 
fort and benefit which ours find ſo ſenſibly in 
our Engliſh Prayers; meerly , becanſe your 
Church ſcorns to reform any thing; and you 
can never expett that thoſe who by Experi- 
ence have found the ſweetneſs and advantage 
of our pious and plain Liturgy , will endure 
your dry,unprofitable Latin Prayers. 

Po. Well, but foine of pour People think 
Sermons the main thing in Publick Woz- 
ſhip, and we hope to gain them however 
becaule we P:each in Engliſh. 

Prot. Pothibly ſome of theſe may be catcht 
by this, Bait ; bur all wiſe Proteſtants will ask 
you, why there 1s not as much reaſon for the 


People ro know what they are to ſpeak to 
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God,as what the Prieſt is to ſpeak to them ; l 


and will alfo delire to know, why you ſhould 
read the Plalms and Leſions, and other parts 
of Scripture in Latin, which God writ for 
our Leaning and Inſtruction, 1 Car.x.11. and 
19 


a Conprog T7. 0 $4, ) i 
(peak mY ſo take 1t as impoſſible the People ſhould 
us, it 191m learn any thing from it,or be inſtructed by it, 
underſiand 95. £0" Boys in Horn-Books to” be made any 
| wiſer b reading a Latin Authorto them. 
ou need nat. > PO: by have told pou betoze, This 1s leſt 
Mm weeſſcs, THE People ſhould wzelt the Scriptures, it 
iy » they were ina Language they underſtood, 
0% WL Prot. Why then do you preach In Engliſh? 
May they not wrelt your Sermons, as well as 
Holy Scripture ? Is there more danger now 
than in the Apoſtles times? Or is your 
Church wiſer than they ? Did not they writs 
it in a Language generally underſtood ? And 
was it not ſoon after turned into Latin, be: 
cauſe the Romans beſt underitood that Lan- 
puage? Did they ngt deliver it to all, and 
command all to read it and ſearch it, to me- 
i ditate on it and. teach it to their Children ? 
. , Though ſome are Gluttons and Drunkards, 
jo we muſt not deny all Men the uſe of Mear 
and Drink; nor would you thus keep the 
'. Scriptures trom the People, but only for fear 
| that ſuch plain Men as I ſhould diſcover 
tfemy IG your Corruptions. ==» _ 
p;oreftanss: Po. Methinks pou ſhould dilcover pour 
:c<ra6a® own Cozruptions there : F62 what is moze 
v are (0 1 plainlp crpreſſed in Scripture than thele 
10 ſpeak of wozds concerning the Sacrament of the 
4, win ju Mirar, Thisis my Body, Luke xxii.19.and pet 
- and ofber} pou will not own the real Fleſh of Chyilt 
-þ Godw' To be there ; Js not this to deny Chziſtg 
in, 1G wozds, and digbelieve the Scripture? 


Prot. 
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Prot. We may as well charge you with de- 


_ nying Chriſts words, and disbelieving Scri- | thb 


| calbdaPi 
15 very CENtU 


pture, ſince you afhrm his real Blood to be 
chere, though he tells us, Tha Cup # the new 
Teflament in my Blood, Luk.xX11.20.1Cor.x1.25. 


You mult confeſs there is a Figure in this Ex- 


preſſion, or el{e you muſt affirm the Wine is 
Tranſubſtantiated into the New Teſtament; 
and if there be a Figure in one Verſe, why 
may there not be one alſo in the other, in 
regard this ſubſtantial Change which you 
pretend,is either in both parts, or in neither ? 

Po. Dgwever we have much the advan- 
tage of pou, becauſe we take the Literal 
tcnle, which 1s both the moze common and 
the moze caſie fenle, whilſt pou are tozced 
to flp to Tropes and Figures, 

Prot. You muſt conſider this S$3crament is 
a Myſtery ,and in diſcourling of Myſteries, it 
15 More common in Scripture to ſpeak Figu- 
ratively than Literally ; yea, what is more 


uſual there, thantocall the Sign by the name 7. 


or the thing ſignified, and the thing ſignified 
by the name of the Sign ? So the Rock is laid 
to be Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 4. and Chri# is {aid to be 
Bread, fohn vi. 48. yet none are fo abſurd to 


lay, the Rock 15 ſubſtantially changed into 


Chriſt, or Chriſt into Bread: And when the 
Church is called, The Body of Chriff,Coloſ. 1.24: 
your iclves do not affirm that there is any 
change made of the Church into Chriſts 
Fleſh and Blood, thongh there be more faid 
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of this than of the Sacramental Bread, wzz. 
That we are Members of has Boay, of his Fleſh, 
and of his Bones, Epheſ.v.30. So when Chriſt 
is called a Yine, a Door, a Way, a Branch, &Fc. it 
is very certain the Exprefſions are Figurative, 
and there are a thouſand places in the Holy 
Bible which cannot be otherwite under- 
itood. 

Po. Well, but the Literal fenſc is not to 
be left, unleſs where the wozds cannot be 
taken otherwiſe than Figurativeip, which 
19 not the caſe here. 

Pret.Y es,that is the very caſe here; for the 
Literal ſenſe is impofiible and tull of Contra- 
dictions , but the Figurative is natural, plamn 
and eaſie: For if we take theſe words Lite- 
rally, Chriſt's Body was whole and fitting at 
the Table, and broken into pieces on the 
Table at the ſame time; it mult be entire 
now in Heaven, and yet all of itin ten thou- 
ſand different and diſtant places on the Earth. 
We mult believe the ſubſtance of Fleſh hath 
none of its proper Accidents, and that the 
Accidents of Bread can ſubfiſt without their 


) th12 Rick Mt 
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proper ſubſtance: We muſt think that to be - 
real Fleſh and Blood, which we ſee,{mell, taſte 
. and feel robe real Bread and Wine: Wemult 
chang believe there is a Miracle, when all our Senſes 
: And via which are witneltes to all other Miracles, 
Clift '* giveEvidence there is no Miracle at all here. 
hat ch25®. In ſhort, we muſt contradict our Reaſon,an] 


\ 241 Chil En h 
rh ind W? deny our Senſes without any need , unleks it 


aro be MAIS , | he 


C30 3 
be to uphold an unintelligible Literal ſenſes, (1s 
when the Figurative is far more plain. ] hurnaVire 
Po. ?Tis ſtrange how P2ejudice may | 7 Web 
blind Wen; furelp pou cannot be in ear: \ inlzl t 
neſt when pou ſap,a Figurative Speech ig \fi acl 


vlainer than a Speech without a Figure; ||n6 «1 
This onlp ſhews how deſperate pour 
Caule ig, which d2ives pou to theſe Ab- 
[urdities. | 
Prot. 1 will prove it is no Abſurdity to 
maintain that in this caſe,the Figurative fink 
is eaſier : For that is the eaſieſt ſenſe of an 
words, which the Mind firit apprehends 
when we hear them. For Example , if one 
point to an Houſe and Land, and ſay, Th s 
77y Eſtate, there the plain ſenſe is the Literal 
ſenſe; But if one hold a Writing ſealed in 
his Hand, and ſay, Thz x my Eſtate, the eaſi- 
elt and plaineft ſenie then 1s, Thi z that 


which conveys my Effate, and all the benefits of 


zt ro me: Soif Chriſt had pointed to himſelf 
ſitting at Table, and ſaid, This z« my Body, the 
Apoſtles would , and we muſt have taken it 
Literally : but ſince ae points to Bread, and 


_ faith, Thi & my Body ; the firſt and moſt na- 


tural ſenſe of the words is, Thrs & that which 
ſignifies my Body, and communicates all the bene- 
fits of my Incarnation and Paſſion to you: and 
thus S.Paul expreſly doth expound it when 
he faith, it is the Communion of his Body and 
Blood, 1 Cor. x. 16. 


Po. That then do pou believe that 
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Ne Litrliy, Chziſt is in this Sacrament no otherwite 
ore plan, Hur in a bare figure andempty ſign ? | 

Judi! th Prot. We believe that Chriſt is here verily 
ant be ney and indeed taken and received by the faith- 
attbe Atthi ful, and really preſent as to all the etfects and 
Jout a Fin benefits of his Paſſion , but this preſence 


delperate ju 


though it be real, yet is fpiritual and appre- 


du 10 thee} hended by Faith, not corporal and ſubſtan- 
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tial, becauſe then it muſt be diſcerned by ſenſe. 

Po. From one abl[urdity g2zanted many 
will toilow, and pour ablurd expoſition 
to2ccs pou to hold this ridiculous aſfer- 
tion, That a Spiritnal Peſence ig a real 
1)2cence. 

Prot. Dare you ſeriouſly deny this, which 
you call a ridiculons affertion ? Is not Chriſt 
really with his Church to the end of the 
World by his Spiritual Preſence? Is not the 
Holy Ghoſt really with every Regenerate 
Man by his Spiritual Preſence ? The effects 
and benefits of Chriſt Death, which we ſeek. 
In this Sacrament are Spiritual; fuch as Par- 
don, Peace, Grace and hopes of Glory , yet 
they are very real, and theretore we think 
it fitreſt to expect them in a Spiritual man- 
ner, elpecially ſince our Lord hath told us, 
It 7s the Spirit that quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth 
nothing, fohbn. vi. 62. And the Avpoſte taith, 
Faith 1s the ſubſtance of things heyed for, the 
evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. x1. 1. That 1s, 
ic makes things inviſible and Spiritual to be 
very real to the true Behever. 


Po. 


C 3% 3 
' Þo. find pou delight muth in ealling 


this Spiritual Mear and Drink, but would ' 


gladlp underffand how pou dare do fo, 
without any Autho2itp of Scripture, Pea 
when the Scriptir e faith, yr W111 give 
us his Fleſh to Cat, obs, V1. 

Prot. We have rood Author! by of $ Scripture 
for this, viz: 1 Cor. X. 3,4. Where it 1s faid 
that the Iſrac/:re; hat the priviledge by certain 
f1gns to Eat and Drink into Chriſt a5 well as 
we, in a myſticai way : For they did all Fat 
of the Jame Spiritus! Meat, and aid all Drink of 
the ſame Spiritzal Drink : For they Drank of 
that Spiritual Reck that fortow 2d them, ana ' that 
Rock was Chriſt : We fee it was Spiritual 
Meat and Drink which they had, yet 1t was 
the ſame with ours, and theretore ours muſt he 
Again we 
'ft to Drtzk 1n:to one Blood; but; 

X11. 13. Nor can we unh- 
Pa::! could call that which 


Spiritual rag and Drink too. 
are not {aid, 
into one ron 1 Cor. 
deritand how Sr. 
5s the Communion of Chrifts Body, oh hy 
Name of Bread atrer Confecration, I Cor: 
26, 27,28. Ii ene ortward part did not re- 


main unchanged i 1n-ibſtance, though its ufc 
be changed, and on! Souls are cc rtainly feed 
here, yet theſc are not capable of feeding 
either on Bread or Fi2ihz Yea our Lord him- 
iclt reaches us to Exp ound thoſe Wordsin St, 
John of a Spiritual « Tomm 1nication, of his 


Body, for he f2i:! e words be ſpeaks tous are 
Spritt and Life. Jo ef. Yi, 63. 
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Po. Bou do but p2evaricate when yoix 
p2ctend to believe Ch21f 1s rcallp p2clent tir 
che Sacrament, fo2 1f you triily believed 
this, pou would give Divine Wozſhip to 
the Yoſt as we do. 

Prot. Webend our Knees, addreſs our Pray- 
ers and give Divine Worſhip to Chriſt, who 
15 really preſent to our Faith in this Sacra- 
ment : But {ince we are ſure that the out- 
ward part is not changedin nature, bur only 
1n uſe and {tgnification and doth {till remain 
Bread, we dare not give Divine Worſhip to 
that which is a Creature, {ince it would be 


Idolatry ſo to do. _ 
Po. Well,J| will infozm pou of one verp 


. Ul conſequence of pour denying Ch2iſis 


Fleſh and Blood, to be fubſtantiallp in 
this Sacrament , that 1s, you make 1t to 


be onlp a Commemo2ation of the Sacri- 
fice on the Croſs; bnt we give it far moze 
honour, belteving 1t to be a P2opittatozy 
Dacrifice fo? the ſins of guuck and Þcad. 
Prot. Neither you nor we'ought to make 
the Sacrament what we pleaſe, we mult take 
our Notions of it from Scripture and from 
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Chriſt, who inſticuted 1:, and he bids ns, 
Do this in Remembrance of Him, Lak, xX11.19. 
AndS. Paul doth not ſay :t ss the Lords Death, 
but hz ſhewing forth of his Death, 1 Cor. X1. 2. 
Yea he makes this the main ditference be- 
tween the legal Sacrifices and that of Chriſt 
, on th? Croſs, that th:y we:e often @iicred, 
4 D but 
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but he was only to be Olfered once, and by 
that one Offering hath perfeatly ſatisfied for 
the Sins of the whole World, Hebr. 1x. 25, 26, 
And Chap. xk. 14. So that this Sacrament is 
certainly a Commemoration, as we ſay, but 
it cannot be a Sacrificing of Chrilt again, as 
you ſay, if we reter the matter (as we ought) 
to be judged by Scripture; wherein there 
15 nothing to ſhew that 1s a Propitiatory Sa- 
Ccrifice for the Sins of the Living, much leſs 
for the Sins of the Dead , whole eſtate can 
never be altered after this Life, Luk. xvi. 26, 
28. But as they fall they mult lye tor ever, 
Ecclef. x1. 3. 

Po. The Wo2ld map now ſee Haw un- 
juſtly pou b2zag of pour MWagnilping the 
Ycerit of Lhuſis Paſſion, and how t1alftp 
pou accule us of diminiſhing and- diſpa- 
raging it , Since we hold it ſufficient to 
pardon both Quick and Dead, and pou 

Denp it can do any good to the Dead. 
Prot. It is not for want of Merit in Chriſts 
Paſſion, but for want of Capacity in thoſe 
who have not Repented in their Life Time, 
that hinders thele Deceaſed Perſons from 
receivine the benefits of Chrifts Death ; 
Chriſt hath declarcd he will pardon none but 
thein that do repent; and it Men do not re- 
pent before they die, they cannot repent at- 
terwaids, and io cannot receive any benefit 


of Chriſts Paſſion ; and if living Men be 


taught, they may get a Pardon after Death, 
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ITY. | 
it will encouraze them to put off their Repen- 
trance to the very laſt: Nor would ſo falſe a 
Doctrin without any ground in Scripture 
ever have been taught in your Church, bur on- 
ly that the craity Inventers of ic found, it 
would make Maſſes {e! at dear Rates. 

Po. You arc verpicce of pour Cenſures, 

vut we defpiie tyem, being aſlfured our 
Docrins and Y2aices are the true ſenſe of 
Scripture, as 1t is interp2etedto us by the 
PÞoiy Catholic Church. 
Prot. Po you really think fo ? Pray then 
before we leave this Subject, will you tell me; 
How the making only ſome (that is the 
Prieſts) to Drink of the Cup, can poſlibly be 
the true meaning of Chrifts Words, Drink ye 
all of this, Math. xxvi. 27. 

Po. Whp, 1t is plain the Apoſtles were 
J?Eclts and not Tap Zen, and it was on- 
Ip to the Npoſties that Cheſt ſpate thel?e 
1092Ds; and thongyz we towvid the People 
to D2ink of this City, yet we Command 
the Prreffs to v8 If, 

Prot, Was it not allo only to the Apoſtlzs 
that Chrilt ſaid then, Take Eat, this my Bedyy 
Ver. 26. and will it not follow by your way of 
arguing,that none Hut Priefts mult Eat of the 
Bread, and that the People maſt receive nei- 
ther Bread nor Wine: You know th2 Apo- 
ſtles ſtood then in tho place of Lay-Mznand 
repreiented the Congregation as Chriſt did 
the Prieſt, fo that S. Par plainly app'ies 

2 20, 
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co the People, the Commands both of Eating 
and Drinking, which Chriſt gave at firſt on- 
ly to his Apoſtles. And nothing 15 more evi- 
dent than that all the People at Corinth did 
Drink of the Cup , and tome of them too 
largely, 1 Cor. x. 21. Chap. x1. 21. and Ver. 
27,28,29. Chap. xii. 13. So that I wonder 
how you dare call the contradifting Chrilts 
Commands and the Precepts and Practice of 
the Apoſtles, the true ſenſe of Scripture, and 
why you rob the People of one half of the 
Sacrament. | | 

Po. We rob them of nothing, becauſe we 
declare we give them Whole Chz2ift, which 
28 contained fullp under eithcr lpecieg. 

Pret. This is no more than it one who 
clipt oft half the Kings Coin ſhould ſay it 
was {till current Money : 'The very declara- 
tion it ſelf iuppoſes that our Lord inſtituted 
two ſpecies when one was ſufficient, and 1o 
co excuſe your ſelves of impicty you accule 
tm of doing things in vain: And fince 
Chriſt is here ſer out as having ſuffered for 
Sin, and fo his Blood ſcparated from his Bo- 
dy, we cannot imagin how the Bread alone 
ſhould be ſufficient co ſer forth this My- 
{tcry. 

Po. There 19 danger iecſi we ſhould ſpill 
the Cup mn giving 1t 19 the People, and 
jeſticſhould be p2ofaned bÞthe rude mouths 
-of Yop-men, | 


Prot. 
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Prot. This danger may be in givingit to the 
Prieſts ; however you are not of S. Panls 
mind, who when the Cup was abuſed at 
Corinth even to excels, durſt not alter Chriſts 
Inftitution , nor take it wholy away as you 


do, thereby committing a grievous Sacriledge 


in keeping back part of that whereot God 
hath made you diſpenſers, and as much as ity | 
you lyes, depriving the People oi the benefit 
of Chriſts Blood. 

Po. U({e con find mo2e fault with your 
preparation fo2 it, than pou with our 
dilpenſing of it; fo why do not pou all gs 
to aPaici to confeſs pour ſins befo2e poit 


D9 Tecctive, as the Dcripture both ap- 


point ? 
* Prot. The Scripture appoints every Man 
ſhall examine himſelf before he Eat of that Bread 
cnd Drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. x1. 28. Now of 
this you ſay very little , but our Church 
ſtrictly enjoyns all thus to prepare : But Scrip- 
ture no where appoints it as necellary for all, 
to go toa Prieſt and confels before every act 
of receiving. 

Po. Poth not Scripture declare that 
penitent Dinners confeſſed their Dins to a 
Pateff, Math. iii. 6. Acts. xix. '8. Andcom- 
mand us to confefs our faults one to ano- 
ther, James. v. 16. and can there be anp fit- 
ter time to do this than juſt betoze we Com- 


municate? 


13-2 Pre, 
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Pret. We do not forbid Men at any time 
to Confſeſs to a Prieft, but adviſe them to tr, 
in caſo of a troubkd Mind, or a viotent 
Temptarion, and elpecia'ly if that be their 
condition who are to receive the Sacrament: 
But we dare not lay fuch a Snare on our 
People, as to makethis always n2ceilary, ſince 
 Goll hath not declared itis fo. And thoſe 
Examples you bring, concern Publick Con: 
felon of Sins before the Prieit and the Con- 
cregation; and ſo doth that place in S. Fames, 
for it orders us to Contcls not to the Righ- 
tzous Man alone, but one to another . that 
ſo thz Righreous Man and all the reit may 
pray for Mercy tor the Penitent; and [ 
hue heard tnis waz tne Primitive way of 
Canfeſhing Sins , and is iti here in our 
Church, where the Oii2:1cos are ſcandalons, 
and the Party cenſured : Burt thisis no ground 
for your Private Contefling into the Prictts 
Ear, and ſo getting an Ablolution of courſe 
at Set times. 

Po .Dath not Chit gzanted to the Poieſts 
A pSW2r fo remit nicns fins, 02 retain 
them, Joan xx.23. anb nw; not the 4 uvge 
who 1s to condemn 02 ſet free, of necciſity 
etrcr all the particulars concerning the 
Iriminal 2 
Prct. Que Priefts will not grant us Abſo- 
Intion in particular Caſes, unleſs we do fo 
far confets the Crimes we are gluity of, as to 
ſhew our tcives truiy peniteat ; but they do 
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( 39 ) 
not compel us under pain of Damnation to 
come and tell them all our Sins, which Scri- 
pture ſaith is impoſlible, P/al.xix.12.Nor doth 
che Kings granting 2 Commiſion to czrtain 


' Judges, to hear and to determine Caules, ob- 


lige thoſe who can make up their ditterences 
among themſelves, to come and be tried be- 
fore them. Beſides, the Prieſt is notthe high- 


eſt and laſt Judge , nor can he infallibly tell 


when he doth hear all that Men fay of 
themſelves, whether they be Hypocrites, or 
true Penitents ; and therefore we are adviſed 
to confeſs all our Sins daily to God the Su- 
preme Judge,.and to labour to prove our Re- 
pentance to be ſincere to him by amending 
our lives: And we are not obliged to go to a 
Prieſt, but in weighty Caſes, and on great 
Occaſions. 

Po. This is one great Complaint we 
have againſt pour p2etended Ketoanation, 
that pou do not oblige Sinners to make 
any tatisfaction fo2 their Offences , and 
have laid aſide the Sacrament ot Pen- 
Nance. 

Prot. We do account it neceſſary for noto- 
rious and ſcandalous Offenders to do a pub- . 
I:ick Pennance, that their Shame and Sorrow 
may be as evident as their Crimes ,. and this 
they ar to do for Satisfa&ion to the Church, 
2 Cor.11. 7. And we hold it neceſlary in more 
jecret Sins, that the Sinner do heartily be- 
wail them, humbly confeſs them to God,and 

D 4 utterly 
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utterly forſake them for the time to come; 
and upon theſe terms we doubt not God will 
forgive them for Chriſts ſake , according to 
his Promites in Holy Scripture, Frov.xxviil. 13 
Ezekxviiitzi. and we will tr uſt Gods Word 
ſooner than yours. 

Po But os £53 Hath pardoned the 
Sinner as ts the cicrnal Punſhmenc due 
fo ji, WHIEH "Chpilt BOught cir, De muſt 
ſatisiic the Divine Fulttce fo2 tempozal 
Pains litli remaining due fo thole Sing, 
by [ibmitting to the Pennances laid on 
him VÞ bis PICk. 

Prot. Fhis 15 a meer Device of your own, 
not grounded Fu Holy Scripture ; for there 
it 15 declarcd, that Chriſt hath h deliver ed us 


from all the Gurl ie due to us. and ſaved us to 


th: uttermoſt, and cleanſed us from all Sin, 
and made our Peace; 1ſo that if we have 
Intereſt in him thereis no Condemnation to 
us. ?T'is true, Gog may and doth fometimes 
Chaſitiſe goou Vien, after he reſolves to par- 
don them, 2 Sam. Xi. 14. which 1s not to 
fatishe his Juſtice , but to warn them not 
eaſily to run into the like Offences, Heb.x11.6. 
And true Penitents have voluntarily put on 
Sackcloth qe aw in Aſhes, and Faſtcd and 
Prayed, &c. But this was to ſhew the fincc- 
rity of their | pos ce, and the reality of 
their SOrrow tor offending God , or to make 
themſelves more fit to pray e earneſtly for the 
AVCrting the Divine Dilpleaſure: But Ho 
| Or 
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Word never makes theſe Ads any part of 
SatiStaction to God, nor do we find one Pre- 
cedent of Chriſt, or his Holy Apoſtles, en- 
joyning ſuch As purely to ſatishe Gods 
Juſtice | tor any remaining Puniſhment. 

Po. Well, pou cannot dcnp it is moze 
fo? rize hon5ur of Sobs Jultice to enjopit 
rhe Offenders to make Him ſome fatul- 
faction, rather than to teach them he will 
ircelp fs2gtre; and pou muſk g2ant 1 18 
m92e likeip to reſtrain men from future 


Crin) 1es, it thep kuifer in Bodp o2 Goods 


fo? thoſe that are paſt, 


Foes, But it 15 not much for Gods Honor, 
that when your Church pretends God will 
not remit thele remaining temporal Pains 
without men do their Pennance ; yet ſhe 
will remit the. Pennance it ielf for a certain 
Price, and fo Money will my off that which 
you ſay Chrifts Death doth nor farisfie for : 
And indeed, none bur the Poor almoſt do 

any Pennance with you , the Rich whocan 
oratihie the Prieft well are Abſolved and In- 
dulged ; and however you order it 1h your 

Clameds: there are as many notorious and 
cuſtomary Sinners for all theſe Pennances 

and Payments, as any where elſe: yea, they 
fin with le fear and regret than others, be- 
caule they foreſee a Filgrimage , or a little 
Faſting; a few Laſhes, or a Sum of Money 
will make their Peace with the Prieſt, 

and fo they take little Care by a incere 


Amend- 


( 42 ) 


make their 


Amendment to Peace with 


God. 

Po. FF ſ1ppoſe pou reflec upon our Jn- 
dulgences. Wijich arc n9 other than the uie 
of that Power of rcmitiing Sins which 
Chaiſt gave to S. Peter, and in hin to the 
Chief Paſltoz of the Catholic Church; and 
doubtleſs it is a moſt comfo2table thing 
when S.Peters SucceiTo2 02 his Deicgates, 
Zo ſo ſolemnly declare us clcar from thole 
Ins we have confeſicd. 

Prot. S. Peter never fold this Power, Acts 
viii. 18. for he affirms, I#e are not redeemed 
with corruptible ihings, as Silver and Gold, 
r Per. i. 8. Had he uſed the ſame cainfiil 
Trad2 which the Pope drives , he could not 
have ſaid, Silver and Gold have I none, Acts 
ii. 6.: So that you muſt not mention that 
holy Apoſtle as your Patron rl you follow 


his Example, and grant Pardo5 to none bur, 


them, that upon a ſtrict {earch are found 
truly Penitent; and upon theſe cerms(which 
Chriſt makes neceſjary) the Poor muſt have 
them as foon as the Rich , and both freely : 
But while your Church maKxes a meer Mer- 
chandize of them, anc grants them out to 
raiſe Money to enrich a N=-phew, to marry 
a Niece of the Popes, or to aggrandize a 
Favourite., and ſends them into remote 
Countries to Men and Women whoſe Faces 
he never {aw, and of whole Penitence he 
hath no aſſurance, we Proteſtants muſt look 
ON 


FN mam db 6 


n Rectrs 


"Pol ar 
\ dfigus nothi 
(i P nite ts 
\q holuntary 6 
bvlp Church 
x thr People 
Ft It is 
Nations, vi 0 
"gz : But he 
32 Monzy re 
"wes Colters, 
1:l0ates, Or 
Welk that \ 


2:6 Poor Me 


"dj "le al 


= ; though 


3% Rich, tat 
hoes ma 
Ii 8) {6 1 33, Til 
200 2, but NC 
_ th 
Wt, cad! 
Nour of 1 VOU 
ws (0 1062 
Win Maſs; 
LV NCES 40G 


vih, Pargator 
1 108 reſo 


I Peace wh 


Upon ourqþ 
Yer than ho 
ng Ding thy 
D in him 
If Church; @ 

(Oztable tha 
his Delegate 
(ear from hi 


us Power, 
are nit redam. 
ver and (' 
ke fame gun 
5; As Could 
we | mmm, 1 
© ention Oh: 
rl you tals 
036 t0 00% 
1rch are tor: 
{2 Corms(iWir: 
Poor mult b33 
ad both feel 
25 2. Near Me 
ws them 0! 
aw, CO MAC) 
: agprande: 
nco em0: 

n whoſe [2:3 
Penitenc? I 


4005 mult 100: 
ol 


43 5 

on tkem as a holy Cheat , a hindrance of 
true Repentance, and a tiick to get Mo- 
NCY. | 

Po. Bon are quite miſtaken ; the Church 
deſigns nothing by tiele Jiudulgences but. 
the Pentterits Datvation ; the Monep is 
a voitntary Offering, and can pout blame 
Do\p Church os: receiving the Qblations 
of the People? 


Prot. It 15s no Crime to receive voluntary 


Oblations, provided they be diſpenſed to the 


Poor : But here is a czrtain Price ſet, and 
the Monzy received goes in part to the 
Popes Cotters, and in part to the wealthy 
Delegates, or to rich Monaſfteries ; and it 
appears that Money is the main thing , be- 
cauſe Poor Men cannot get them, nor will 
they give an Indulgence Ireely to the Indi- 
gent, though never 1o penitent ; whereas 
te Rich, that ſhew litdcle Ggns of true, Re- 
PCntanc2, may have them , and are thereby 
hardened 1: their Sins. Nor is it this Point 
alone, but molt of thoſe dilynted berween 
us and you, that are Itifly detended on your 
part, becauſe they advance rhe Wealth and 
Power of your Caurch ; Such is the Popes 
power to receive Apncals, Images, Relicks, 
Saying Maſſes to deliver Souls, Confeffion, 
Pennances,and two more not yet mentioned, 
vis. Purgatory, and the pretended Sanctiry. 
21 your Religious Orders. 
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Þo. *T1s not the Ydvantage We have ly 
theſe Doctrines, but the certain Truth of 
them, which makes us fo deſirons pow ;;(4 houl 
ſhould believe them , as appears in this  .|zy, no! 
Articleof' Purgatory, which A ſhall pzove |; i Phra 


4cre Clit 
07 p rake el 


firſt by Scripture, and then bp kieaſon to | 
be a g2eat Truth. 
Prot. The Scripture declares very often, 


and very plainly, that there are two places of 


eternal Rewards and Pumiſhments , Heaven 
and Hell; and if there be any Third place 
to which moſt Men are to go, to uffer 
very great temporary Pains, I doubt not but 
God hath revealed it as plainly and clearly 
25.he hath done Heaven and Hell, and 
therefore let me ſee you prove it by plain 
Texts of Holy Scripture. 

Po. Our Saviour [aith, The Sin againſt 


the Holy Ghoft ſhall never be forgiven, nei- * 


ther in this World, nor in the World to 


come, Math. xii. 32. Which plainip [up- 


yoics Isme Sins not pardoned here map 
be [o2given there; and that 18 ene g2ound 
of Purgatory. 

Prot. This is far from a clcar Proof, for 
here is no mention of Purgatory ; and this 
Phraſe, The World to come, in the Goſpel, 
often bgniits the Days of the Meſſiah, Heb 
X1. 5. and Vi. 5. And the fews expected that 
Meſſiah (vvhom they believed as yet not come) 
ſhould pardon divers great Sins, which could 
not be expiated by Legal Sacrifices ; and 
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( 45) 
therefore Chriit ſpeaxing to them in their 
own Phraſe, tells them, This Sin againſt the 
Hely Ghoſt ſhould never be pardoned under 
the Law , nor under the Goſpel. But ſup- 
poſe this Phraſe do fignifie, The next World : 
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Chriſt ſays not any other Sins ſhall be 
forgiven then, but only that this Sin ſhall 
never be forgiven there nor here, which is 
only a Phraſe to ſet out it ſhall not be for- 
given at all: So Gen.xXx1.24.. to ſpeak neither 
good nor bad; iignites, to lay nothing at 
all. 

Po. Doth not S.Paul ſap, Every Mans 
work ſhall be made mamiteſt, for the Day 
ſhall declareit, becauſe ir ſhall be revealed by 
Fire, and the Fire ſhalltry every Mans work 
of what ſort it is: And a little after, If a 
Mans work ſhall be burar, hethall ſuffer loſs ; 
but he himſelf ſhall be faved, yet fo as by 
Fire, I Cor.uit. 12, 15. JS not this a clear 
P2oof of Purgatozp Fire ? 

Prot. "This place ſpeaks only of Teachers, 
and the pms are not to be burnt, bur 
their Works, that is, the Falle Doctrines 
which any of them teach; and the whole 
place 15 Metaphorical and obſcure; and that 
laſt Phraſe of being ſaved, but ſo as by Fire , 1s 


no more but a way of exprefling a thing that 


ſhall be done with great difficulty, P/al. lxvi. 
Iz. Zech1ii.t. 50 that you may as well pre- 
tend Sinners are in Purgatory here, becauſe 
we ar2 commanded, iv jawe them with fear, 

puZlmg 


( 46 ) 
pulling them our of the Fire, Fudever. J. And 
if this place be to be underſtood Literally, 
it muſt be referred to that Fire which ſhall 
burn all the World at the Day of Judp- 
ment , which (I have been told ) is that 
which the Fathers underſtand by tne Day 
and the Fire here mentioned , and 1o it hath 
no relation to Purgatory , which you muſt 
either prove (as we do Heaven and Hell) 
from clearer places than this, or we ſhall not 
believe it. 

Po. We have S, Peter alſo on cur (ide, 
who tells us, Tha: Chritt went by the 
Spirit to Preach to the Spirits in Priſon , 
which ſometimes were dilobedient, when 
once the Long-{uffering of God waited 
in the Days of Noah, while the Ark 
was preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight Perſons were ſaved by Water, 1 Per. 
111. I9, 20. 

Prot. This place is obſcurer than any of 
che former , and fo very unfit to build an 
Article of Faith upon : But the plaineſt 
Senſe of it 5s, Thar Chriſt by his Spirit in 
Noah did Preach to thoſe Wicked ones be- 
fore the Flood, whols Souls and Spirits were 
as it were Impriioned in their Bodies ; and 
thoſe” who were ſaved by this Preaching 
were but a few, and thoſe were ſaved by 
Water, and not by Fire. And as far as we 
can gather from tius Text, and 2 Per. 1t. 3, 5. 
theſe Perſons who were Preached to, re- 
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mained diſobedicnt, and were not flaved at 
all; ſo that you have no ſhadow of ground 


to fix Purgatory on this place. 


Po. What think pou of that Pyzilon 
11:0 which it we be caſt by God, who is the 
Sinners Adveriary , they ſhall by no means 
COine out thenve wu they have paid the ut- 
termoſc Zaithing, Math. v.26. 4s not this 
Purgar92y ? 

Prer. i think it 1s nothing to your pur- 
pole, for Chriſt uſeth it as an Argument 
why we ſhould Repent and make our Peace 
with God while we live; whereas Purgatory 
vives Men pretences to put off their Repen- 
tance till Death, and fills them with fal'> 
Hopes to be delivered afterwards : And out 
of this Priſon there is no means to be deli- 
vered, but by the Perlons own fatisfying the 
whole Debt, whereas you think the Prayers 
and *Alms of others may get Mgn out of 
Purgatory : Nor doth the Text ſay, thatrhe 
dutterer can pay the utmoſt Farthing , but 
rather ſuppoſe it impoflible, and fo his lying 
there tz] he pay the utmoſt Farthing , muſt be 
meant of his Lies in Hell tor ever. And 
Chriſt mentions Hell mn that Chanter , 
Ver. 22, 29, 20. But there 1s no word of 
Purgatory here , or any where 1n Scripture, 
and therefore pray try if you can prove 
it from Reaſon, face Gods Word is not for 
you, 


Po. 
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- Po. Fs there [not gzeat difference be- 
tween ſome fins and othcrs; and if God 


be a fiighteous Judge, he will make dif- 


ferent piniſhments, fo that it 1s verp rea- 

{onable to believe that Venial Sins ſhall 

way. be puniſhed with tempo2arp fire, not 
with eternal Flames, 

Prot. If we conſider the Holineſs of the 
Law, or the infinitenels of the Majeſty of- 
tended, all Sin, even the leaſt, lefirees Dam- 
nation as 1ts juſt Wages, Rom. vi. 23. and the 
tealt Sin unrepented of may prove Mortal, 
becauſe it 1s not ſo much (now under the 
Goſpel) the Sin,as the finalimpenitence which 
Dons Men ; and he that will not repent, 
ſhews he would apr Sin; fo that whata 
ever the inſtance be,he deſerves Eternal Dam- 
nation: Yet alas ! no Man that repents not ful- 
ly while he lives, is only guilty of theſe leſſer 
Sins, which in ſich perſons never £0 alone; 
they are always guilty of greater Sins which 
merit Eternal Flames. And that place of 
S. Fob on which you grond your diſtinction 
of Mortai and VenialSin, ſpcaks of the event 
of Mens Sins, not of the nature of them ; So 
that if we ſee Men fin without any ſigns or 
hope of their Repentance, he doth not oblige 
us tO pray for luch, 1 fob. v. 16. 

Po. But is 1t n9t fluid, that nothing 
wWhici) is uncican Tait enter mints the King- 
DM a DJEaven © Rev. xx!. 27. Whrereſo2e 
reaſon teacheth, that then who are Defiled 
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l different with anp Sins, even thoſe that are Denial, 
ſs; andif 6 muſt be Purgede're thep can come into the 
Je Will makes Kingdom of Heaven. = ; 
ar tt 19 veryy, Prot. Surely poor Catholics are hardly aſe, 
nal Jinghi' to pay ſomuch Money, and endure ſo many 
Mp0!arp fire. Pennances, on pretence of purging awar; 
their Venial Sins; and yet after. all their 

 Holinek oft Faftings, Whipping, 'and Pilgrimages, their 
{ the Magi  Abfolutions, Holy Water, Alms and Extreme 
at, defer) Union, {till they are to endure a Torment 
Vi. 2}, nl &s grievous, though not as long, as Hell Fire, 
y prove Mo: for theſe light Trangrefſions : Beſides, we 
(now underr  Elnnot imagine how Fire can PUTgE A Soul 
nenitenczul;  Unbodyed, nor why Purgatory ſhould be 
needful to cleanſe us from ſome Sins, when 
Scripture declares, the Blood of Chriſt. cleanſgth 
tis fromall Sin, 1 Fobn. i. 9. Or how Men who 
are to be Saved by Chriſt ſhould be candem- 
ned to Purgatory,when St. Pawl faith, There is 
no Condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Feſus, 
eater Sipwhs Ros. viii. 1. *Tis evident, it hugely derogates 
4 _ ru from Gods Mercy and Chriſts Merits, ro 
1 - fink teach Men, That after all Gads Promiſes to 
| Four _ juftify ns freely by bis Grace, Rom. 11. 24 And 
_ * After Chriſts blotting our the Hand-writing of Or- 
euro OL ET, dimances that was againſt us, Cele]. HW 1.4. they 
mult ſtill ſmarc ſo long and fo ſeverely, and 

are left'to pay 1o greata part at it.chemſclves. 
Po. Bou are miſtaken again, fo2 wekold; 

thatberaule of the Communion of: 
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elpccially of Holp Fryers and Nuns, will 
avail, to2 the dclivering the Dead out of 
Purgato2y, ; 

Pror. You may hold what you pleaſe, but 
Scripture tells us, Every one ſhall bear his own 
harden, Galat. vi. 5. and, that no Man can re- 
deem his Brother, nor make agreement to God foy 


- yuinlt 
\ (wcks} 
| (ſequen 
\ cauſe ſhe m 
| they know 
| xt Fornicatic 


bim, becauſe it coſt more to redeem their Souls, ſo 


that be muſt let that alone for ever, Pſal. xlix.7,8. 


And thatall the good Works ot the beſt Men 


are little enough for themſelves, Math. xxv g. 
So that we wonder the wifer Lay-men will - 


be deluded by a Dofrin which is ſo ill pro- 
ved, am tends ſo Apparently to make the 
People put off their Repentance till their 
Death , and to give 'the Monks an opportu- 
nity to draw Legacies from the dying, and 
large Gitts from their living Friends, that 1s, 
to make the Laicy Wicked, and the Clergy 
Rich, and 1o hazard the Salvation of both. , 

Po. IDe do not think the Monep ill be- 
ſtowed which we give to onr Pzicſſs and 
Frpcrs, whoſe P2apers are moze pure-and 
p2cvalent than thole of pour Clcrgp, be- 
cauſe thcp are 1inder thoſe th:ee Yoly 
— Yowsgc> Chaltity,Poverty and ObcVience. 

rrg. Vows without obſerving them are 
but a ſnare and an aggravation of the Sin, 
when they are broken, as two of theſe moſt 
vetoriouſly are by your Prieſts and Religious 
O:cders,who are infamous in all Countries tor 
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ehcir unnatural and ſcandalous Luft; and your 
Church is juſtly taxed with all the infamous 
Conſequences of the Vow of Chaſtity, be- 
cauſe ſhe impoſes it on young Perſons before 
they know their own ſtrength, and connives 
at Fornication in them rather than ſhe will at- 
low them to Marry, that the Church may be 
their Heir, and that they may have leſs de- 
pendance on Kings and States, as being ſingle 
Perſons. 

Po. Pou would fam make this a piece 
of Policy, Whereas 1t 1s Heligion, fo? 
S.Paul declares, ſingle perſong are fittclt to 
wait upon the Low») without diſtracton, 
x Cor.vii.35. and on that account it 1s moſt 
poper fo? the Reitgioug and Peſts, 

Prot. The Apoſtle adviſes all Chriſtians 
(and not Prieſts only) to 6ontinue fingle if 
they were fo, as beſt for thoſe Times of Per- 
ſecution, and provided they found they could 
live Chaſtly Unmarried, otherwiſe to ayoid 
Fornication he Commands them even then 
to Marry, 1 Cor. vii. 2. Whereas you forbid 
it to all your Religious in all Times and all 
Caſes: Beſides, hz laid no Vow upon them 
Per. 25. Nor was hehimſelf under any Vow, 
but was free to Marry if he had plzaled, 
1 Cor.ix.5. And he allows a Biſhop to be the 
Husband of one Wife, 1 Tm. iii. 2. and ſup- 
poles Deacons then had Wives, Ver. 1 1. Nor 
doth he connt Marriage impurity in any, 
but affirms, I; 7s honorable in all, and the Bed 
| E 2 Unde- 
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Undefiled, Hebr. iti. 4. he excepts not the 


Clergy, ſo that we doubt not aur. Married 


Clergys for who live ſoberly accorcing 


to Gods Ordinance are more pure and eu x 
__ valentthanyours,moſt of which live in 


S) he 
wry, burning Deſires and Fornication. 


Po But pour Pzcſts have not power 


bp their. Pzapcrs to caſt out Evil Spt- 


riis, ag ours have; which ſhews , that 


Ours, not Yourz, arc the true Sucecſto2s 
of the Apoliles, to whom Chili gave 
power over Unclcan Spirits , Mark xvi. 
7. . | 
Prot. Chriſt gave his Apoſtles power then 
to drink Payſon, and tak? up Serpents with- 
out harm, as alſo afterwards to Speak with 
Tongues, Heal the Sick by a Touch, and 
Raiic the Dead; yet your Prieſts dare not 
_ pretend to any of theſe Miracles, which 


2re all ceated long {ince , x Cor. x11. 8. Qnly 


they keep up the Pretence to Caſt out Evil 
Spirits, becauſe that is more eaſily counter- 
fzited than any of the reſt: And if this 
a3ione would ſerve, . 'tis likely Conjurers 
might prove themſelves the Apoſtles Suc- 
celiars, as well as your Prieſts; for they can 
Caſt-out Evil Spirits better than the Romifh 
Prieſts, who as may be noted, do Caſt out 
the Devil as often out of the ſame Party in 
divers places, 2s there 3s occaſion. to make a 
Profſelyte, or work upon the ouperſtitious. 
Now chis muſt be dons either by Compan 
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SXCePts not tþ with the Devil, or the Party pretended to be. 
Th % Many Poſſeſſed, and either way it is little to their 
loverly Ky Honour. Beſides, I have known a good 
Ne Pure Nu. Phyſician, by Natural Means ,- Cure thoſe 
Mach Irvin whom theſe Prieſts pretended were Pol- 
Anton, ſefſed, which ſhws they often caſt the Devil 
hae nat plk owt when he was never in. | 
| out lj , Po. Well, F| cannot but pity pour Oh- 
ch ſets,  ſtinacy, and p2ay fo2 pou , who wiltully 
{frlle Aucecſn ſhut pour Epes againſt the plaineſt Argu- 
jon Chill 6 ments fo2 Catholic Truth. 
Its, Main Prot. There is more Reaſon for me to 
pity and pray for you, who in all theſe 
vltles power Points do contradict Holy Scripture , which 
up&rpavr cannot deceive us, and believe falſe and 
r&s to dye x feigned Traditions, invented by deſigning 
y 2 Toh, Men for Evil ends: and formy part, I count. 
Priefs dares it a wiſe Reſolution, and no Obſtinacy, to. 
Miraces, # give creditto God rather thanMen. ny 
Co.x1.8.0 Po. You flatter pour ſelf with Scrip- 
oo Caftonb ture taken in pour own ſenſe , but pou did 
own the Catholic Church was rhe beſt 
; Jnterp:eter of Scripture; and e aſſure 
x pou the Þo'p Fathers , who tn all Ages 
; have delivered down to us the Senſe of 
the Catholic Church , agzee exacnly with 
us in all thele Opinions and P2actic:s 
(4 Which pou Pzotcſtants reject ; and can 
; poltthinli all theſe holp Ancient Doctozs 
jj were deceived, and that a fcw obſcure 
Modern Hefo2mers arcinthe right ? | 
Prot. Fruly , I have but little $kill in 
| -thelp 


ES a 
theſe Writings of the Fathers ; but I have. 
heard our LS (who are as well: read in 


chem as any of you) declare, That all theſe 
Fathers condemn your Opinions, as much as 


hoks 06 
\ for Robe 


Holy Scripture doth, and that theſe Opinions 
and Practices were late Inventions of your 
Church, and were fet up in Times of Igno- 
rance and Superſtition , meerly to gain 
Power and Wzalth by. them: And though 
L am not able to make this ont, I promiſe 
you, whenever you pleaſe, to bring one of 
our Churchmen that ſhall prove what I 
ſay. In the mean time, becauſe the Scri- 
pture was before the Fathers, I am well 
fatisfied that imine is the oldeſt and the beſt 
Religion, and arn reſolved therefore by Gods 
Gracz never to torfake it; and if you lov'd 
your own Sou! above your Worldly Iarzzeft, 


you would embrace it alio; which I hear- 


cily pray you may, and To bid you 3are- 
well. 
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M.: And tm * H E Law and Equity of the Goſpel, dr the Gootnch 
15 Ont, Iv | of our Lord as a Legiſlator : Delivered firſt fromthe 
om Pulpit in two plain Sermons, and now Repeated from the 
© bring 0% Prefs, with others tending to the ſame end; to which is 
l Doe he © added, The Grand Inquity to be niade intheſe Inquilitive 
becauſe the & Times, together with the Reſolution: of .Paul and Silas as 
thars [any alſo an Improvemers of that Inguiry, containing 1D its 
\n 1. - Parts a Reſolution unto ir ſelf, and aScriptural Prognoftick 
eſt andttes = of Teſs Chriſt's Second Advent ' to Judge the World : 
thereloroln + Lafth,A Preſervative againſt Ambition. By Thomas Pierce, 
and if jd! n, D.D. Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty, and Dean of 
Worldylid , 007m 
1-4 71,, The Excellency of Monarchical Government , eſpecially of 
; act i. the Engliſh Monarchy ; Wherein is Treated, The ſeveral 
(0 bid 101% Penefirsof Kingly Governmenr, and the Inconvenien:e of 
Common Wealths: Alfo, -of the ſeveral Badges of Sove- 
' raignty in General, and Particularly according to the 
Conſtitution of the Laws of England; likewiſe of the 
Duty of SubjeAs, and the Miſchiets of Faction, Sedition, 
and Rebelljon : In all which, the Principles and Practices 
of our lare Common- Wealths-Men are confidered. By 
Mathaniel Johnſon, DoQor in Phylick. 
An Hiſtorical Vindication of the Divine Righe of Tithes, 
from Scripture, Reaſon, and the Opinion and Prattice of 
Jews, Gentules, and Chriſtians in all Ages; deſigned to 
Supply the Omilſſions, Anſwer the Objeftions, and ReQifie 
Bait the Miſtakes of Mr.Selde's Hiſtory of Tithes : Part I. 
A further Vindication of the Divine Right of Tithes, 
P:oved by Scripture and Antiquity, and I'tutrated by the 


Solemm 


' Solemn Conſecration and great | Eohventency of thett,; 
with an Anſwer to the Objections of other Authors againſt 
them, Part Il. To which is added, A Diſcourſe of Fx. 
communication. By Thomas Comber, D. D. Precentor of 
York. | 010 
_ —A Church Catechiſm, with a brief and eafic Ex- 
planation thereof, for the help of the meaneſt Capacities, 
and weakeſt Memories, in arder to the Eſtabliſhing them 
In the Religion of the Church of England. 
A Treatiſc of Spouſals, and Matrimonial Contrafts ; wherein 
_ 2ll the Queſtions relating to that Subject are ingeauodſly 
debated and reſolved. By the late Famous and Learned IDF 


Mr. Henry Swinborn, Author of the Treatiſe of Wills and 

— Teftameats. 

Sir Willzam Dugdsles Surmmons to all Parliaments ſince the 
«9th Year of King Henry the Third. 

The Deanof Durham's Counſel and Diretions (Diyine and 
Moral) in Letters. of Advice toa Young Gentleman, ſaon | 

| after his Admiſſion intoa Colledge in Qxford. 

Archbifhop Stern's __ | 
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Dr the lare 
The Popes Bull againft Queen Elizabeth, vith Obſervations | 
and Animadvertions thereon. By Thomas Lord Biſhop of | 
Lincoln. There is alfo Printed with it, the Popes Bull ] H 2 
for the Damyatioa and Excommunication of King Hemy 
the Eighth. 
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